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RELATING TO AGRICULTURE 
 
 
Chairperson Creagan and Members of the Committee: 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 1101 which establishes an 

11-member Agricultural Housing Task Force in the Office of Planning.  The Task Force 

is to identify barriers to construction of on-farm housing units within agricultural districts 

by studying existing relevant State and county laws, ordinances, rules, and processes; 

make recommendations; and propose a “master use application process to be applied 

throughout the State”.  There is an appropriation.  The Department of Agriculture offers 

comments and otherwise defers to the Office of Planning and to the counties, who have 

the primary responsibility for permitting habitable structures on agricultural land. 

 

The outcome expected from the Task Force is recommendations to streamline 

the processes to authorize the construction of safe and sanitary housing units for 

residential use on farms that are engaged in agricultural production within agricultural 

districts.  The Department prefers that the existing statutory language found in Chapter 

205 describing “employee housing” (Section 205-4.5(a)(4)) that is related to farming and 

animal husbandry be used in place of “housing units for residential use on farms” to 

prevent any misunderstanding. 
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Statement of 

RODNEY FUNAKOSHI 

Planning Program Administrator, Office of Planning 

before the 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

Friday, February 1, 2019 

8:30 AM 

State Capitol, Conference Room 312 

 

in consideration of 

HB 1101 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE. 

 

 

 Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite, and Members of the House Committee on 

Agriculture. 

 

 The Office of Planning (OP) offers comments on HB 1101, which establishes an 

agricultural housing task force within OP to review State and county rules and processes for the 

construction of housing units within agricultural districts to identify barriers to construction of 

worker housing units on farms within agricultural districts.  An unspecified appropriation is also 

proposed. 

 

 At this time, OP is uncertain as to what specific problems are being encountered at the 

county level relative to processing and approving farmworker housing units.  We are, however, 

certainly willing to explore with the counties how regulations and procedures can be improved to 

promote safe and affordable farmworker housing.  Finally, we could consider this proposal 

provided that its passage does not replace or adversely impact priorities indicated in our 

Executive Budget. 

 

 Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
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The price of paradise is forcing too many hardworking families to struggle to secure 

affordable housing. I urge my colleagues to pass this measure and look forward to working 

with state and federal lawmakers to improve access to quality, affordable housing for our agri-

cultural workers.  
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HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 3:24:00 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

irene plunkett HFUU Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Hawaii Legislatures, I support HB1101, I hope that this letter finds my way to those 
that have an ear to hear and take ACTION, and that my concern and  my vote is YES 
YES YES, to this very important BILL.  I would have loved to be ther in person to testify, 
but as a farmer on Maui and a proud member of HFUU, I need to be on my farm to work 
and harvest my crops to take it to market.  I hope that you hear the my voice as a 
female Hawaiian Farmer for 25 years.  As a farmer you need to live on your land. There 
is so much that is invested in my farm, time money and energy.  On the mainland 
farmers live on their land.  Why is it that non farmers are making farming decisions for 
farmers who do it as a living.  Animals need your attention, they are family and need to 
be care for.  Tremendous amounts of money is invested in live stock.  Crop lost is at a ll 
time high with vandalism and crops stolen right from their trees.  Farmers take a hit, at 
all angles and farming in Hawaii can be very challenging.  I hope as our Legislatures 
that we vote in, that you hear what we say, a heart to understand what we need and 
why we need it.  We must take this Bill to the next level and move it along so that we 
can make Hawaii food sovereign.  We must be able to take care of ourselves, school 
children, family, neighbors and community. I humbly ask that you support this VERY 
VERY IMPORTANT BILL.  

Malama Pono and Mahalo for your time, Irene Plunkett-Mina 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 2/1/2019 5:06:39 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Karen Winslow Hawaii Farmers Union Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 6:20:38 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dale Sandlin 
Hawaii Cattlemens 

Council 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



The Hawai‘i Alliance for Progressive Action (HAPA) is a public non-profit organization under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. HAPA’s mission is to catalyze community empowerment and 
systemic change towards valuing ‘aina (environment) and people ahead of corporate profit. 
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The Hawai‘i Alliance for Progressive Action (HAPA) is a public non-profit organization under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. HAPA’s mission is to catalyze community empowerment and 
systemic change towards valuing ‘aina (environment) and people ahead of corporate profit. 
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HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 7:37:54 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jeri Di Pietro GMO Free Kaua'i Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



 
 
 

House Committee on Agriculture  
Hawai‘i Center for Food Safety strongly supports: HB1101 

 
 
Dea Chair Creagan, Vice-Chair DeCoite, and members of the committee, 
 
My name is Autumn Ness and I am the Co-Director of the Hawaiʻi Center for Food Safety.  CFS 
is a nationwide public interest, sustainable agriculture nonprofit organization whose mission 
centers on supporting the increase of sustainable local food production, and increasing public 
transparency in food production.  We have over 1 million farmer and consumer members 
across the country, including nearing 10,000 in Hawai‘i. 
 
I am writing in support of HB 1101, as I recognize it as an important step in providing tangible 
support of our farmers who are advancing the State of Hawaiʻi local food production goals, while 
also providing housing solutions. 
 
I would like to stress the importance and my support of a few key elements of this task force.  
 
I ask that the committee strengthen the language about giving special consideration to modular 
housing as a solution.  I strongly believe that modular homes are not just a small part of the 
solution, but should be the focus of this task force, for a few reasons. 
 

1. Itʻs more economically realistic for a farm to build 1-4 modular homes for $20-60,000 
each than 1 ʻohana unit for $350,000. 

2. Modular homes are less attractive to luxury, gentleman estate-type investors. If small, 
modular homes are the only type of structure allowed on ag. land as farmworker 
dwellings, developers are less likely to want to turn that land into a luxury investment 
property. 

3. When and if that farm/ag. land changes ownership, the modular homes can be easily 
moved off property if needed, and there is no permanent loss of that ag land. 

 
However, it is my understanding that, existing building codes and zoning regulations do not 
always support the building of such modular structures. In my opinion, the bill should specify 
that the intent of the task force is to create a separate legal designation, as it relates to zoning, 
homes with a permanent foundation and modular homes without a permanent foundation. 
 



 
HCFS also supports the proposed make-up of the task force, and I would be happy to answer 
an questions as to why each proposed representative is an important part of the task forceʻs 
success. 
 
Mahalo nui loa for your support of HB 1101. 
 
 
Autumn Ness, Co-Director 
Center for Food Safety, Hawaiʻi Program 
 
 
 
 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 1:01:59 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

William Greenleaf Greenleaf Farm Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Housing for workers on Ag Land is a problem as State Laws do not allow...the reality 
is:  Farmers need workers and workers need housing...also farmers need to be able to 
build a small place to live on their farm when they are in Ag Parks...currently, it's an 
open house for thieves.. 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:38:19 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Helmut Klauer A'a Li'i Farm Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 11:53:48 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joseph Kohn MD 
We Are One, Inc. - 

www.WeAreOne.cc - 
WAO 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 4:51:26 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John NAYLOR Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha 

Obviously, we must make housing affordable for farm workers! 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 5:13:40 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Susan Stayton Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this legislation to help address the issue of agricultural housing shortage in 
Hawaii.  We need more agriculture and we need more housing for workers. 

Thanks for your consideration. 

Aloha, 

Susan Stayton 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 5:15:17 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

RC Blake Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 6:00:02 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Margaret A Clark Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

This is an important component of a workable sustainable agriculture system. Typically 
farm workers are not paid the kind of wages necessary to live in Hawaii! 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 7:24:00 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Dinner Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 7:33:02 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chris Mentzel Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 7:36:33 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Steve Canales Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Strongly Support 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 8:23:16 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Jenny Ernst Individual Comments No 

 
 
Comments:  

I am in support of HB1101. 

Thank you, 

Jenny Ernst 

Kauai 

  

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 9:41:56 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Raphiell Nolin Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/30/2019 10:55:22 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

laura Ramirez Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please support HB1101 so small farmers can create sufficient housing for farmworkers 
on their land. 

Mahalo, 

Laura and the Bettencourt family 

Kapa'a, Kauai 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 6:59:23 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Arnold Kotler Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 7:08:00 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Maria Maitino Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

To whom this concerns, 

I am writing to support HB1101, to establish an agricultural housing task force to 
analyze and provide recommendations that would streamline existing laws, rules, and 
processes to authorize the construction of safe and sanitary on-farm housing units for 
residential use within agricultural districts, on farms that are engaged in agricultural 
production. 

Our farms are critical to a sustainable life in Hawaii, and we must be able to provide 
safe, sanitary, on farm housing for the workers who support these farms with their hard 
labor. 

Thank you, 

Maria Maitino 

Kilauea, HI 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 7:26:17 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sherry Pollack Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:07:11 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mary Lacques Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:30:34 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Antoinette M Davis Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:32:11 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Williams Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

The task force created by this bill will find ways to improve agriculture and housing for 
farm workers, while costing the state almost nothing.  It is a good idea. 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:41:31 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Karen Reid Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:51:54 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

RONALD R RIESS Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

It is rediculous that I am prohibited from building a house with a kitchen for a permanent 
worker or even temporary workers on my property.  The agricultural property is non 
productive because I cannot work the property myself.  Current laws prohibit agricultural 
production on agricultural land. 

The governments fear of vacation rentals appears to take priority over enabling 
agricultural land to be productive by providing independent living for worker/workers. 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:52:44 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Thomas Craig Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

On Maui we desparately need affordable farms for families that include healthy farm 
housing infrastucture. Especially if we are to turn local food production toward island 
food security. 

Please pass HB1101. 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:56:05 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Janet Pappas Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:56:42 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

scott lacasse Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 11:01:18 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eloise Engman Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 12:13:50 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Serena Kaldi Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 12:28:34 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Keith Ranney Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  





HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 12:52:32 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Edward Aloi Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 1:20:05 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Maureen Datta Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 2:45:08 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Barbara Barry Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Lawmakers,  

I strongly support this Bill.  It's long overdue, 

Mahalo, 

Ms. Barbara Barry 

 



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 4:06:36 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

petra zoeller Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 5:21:44 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Taylor Cunningham Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill!  

 

agrtestimony
Late



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 6:15:53 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Steven Forman Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

agrtestimony
Late



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 8:58:57 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Colehour Bondera Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair and Committee Members: 

As a farmer in Honaunau, helpers often need a place to stay to make them reliable and 
productive and theefore to make our farming endeavors successful. 

Please support this agricultural worker housing Bill so that Hawaii can be more 
productive and efficient agriculturally and achieve goals such as producing a higher 
percentage of our own food again! 

Yours, 

Colehour Bondera 

KANALANI OHANA FARM 

Honaunau, HI 

 

agrtestimony
Late



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 9:02:06 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rachel L. Kailianu Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

agrtestimony
Late



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 9:33:06 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ken Stover Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

agrtestimony
Late



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 9:55:14 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Harriet Witt Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Farmers cannot effecrtively do their job of feeding us if they cannot be on site to protect 
their crops from weather-related or human-related threats. 
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Late



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 1/31/2019 10:29:50 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David S. Case Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I write in support of HB1101 to establish a task force to investitgate the exixtence and 
programs to expand agriculural housing on farm lands.  Among other things, removing 
barriers to sulch housing and it might enable farmers to maintain workers on their land 
as a labor benefit without directly increasing wages to an uneconomic level.  I don't 
think, however it is necessary to take two years to complete this tasks and suggest that 
the due date for at least a preliminary report be the beginning of the 2020 legislative 
session. 

Respectfully, 

David S. Case 

(808) 494-9588 

casedavids@gmail.com 

 

agrtestimony
Late



HB-1101 
Submitted on: 2/1/2019 5:57:02 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/1/2019 8:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Felicia Cowden Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

The possibility for simple farm worker housing is a critical need for food production, 
ranching and diversified farming on Kaua`i. A task force to study and make 
recommendations is a valuable first step. 

Large commercial farms having simple housing for their seasonal workers would also 
simplify costs and free-up held housing to the broader residential community.  

Felicia Cowden 

Kilauea, KauaI 

Kauai County Council member 

 

agrtestimony
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